
Board Meeting Minutes December 5, 2020 
B-52 Stratofortress Association 

 
1.  Meeting (conducted via Zoom) called to order by President Russ Stephenson at 3:00 PM 

CST. 
2. Update by President:  Visited the National Museum of the US Air Force meeting with 

museum staff and Karen Pittman.  Viewed the memorial, which looks quite nice.  
Received approval for the installation of four benches around the memorial: an 
Arclight/Young Tiger bench, a Cold War bench, a Gunner’s Bench, and a Gulf War bench.  
The Arclight/Young Tiger and Gunner’s benches are in work and soon to be in place.  
Points of contact are needed for the design and installation of the Cold war and Gulf 
War benches.  Steve Brown to talk to 5th Bomb Wing about an assist in designing the 
Gulf War bench and Rich Nelson will contact Association member Steve Amato, to 
discuss assisting/leading in the design of the Gulf War bench.  Discussed plans for the 
dedication of the memorial during our September Rendezvous.  Bob Harder will assist 
Russ in inviting dignitaries to the dedication and distributing news releases announcing 
the Rendezvous and memorial dedication.  Good news is the banquet on Saturday 
evening will be under the wing of the B-52. 

3. Tommy is including a request in the forthcoming newsletter for members to submit 
suggestions for the design of a challenge coin for the Association to be given to 
attendees of the Rendezvous in September. 

4. The River Rats requested we consider joining ranks with their organization.  After some 
discussion, the Board decided to continue as a separate organization. 

5. Russ will work with Trish, Reunion BRAT, and the Museum staff to develop a 
contingency plan for the Rendezvous in light of the Covid-19/Corona virus pandemic and 
the uncertainty it creates for the future. 

6. A notice will be included in the forthcoming newsletter that this will be the last 
newsletter to be provided to members who are delinquent in paying their dues.  The 
newsletter is considered to be one of the benefits of being a member and distribution of 
the newsletter will be limited to members only in the future. 

7. Bylaws were emailed to all board members.  Suggested changes are to be sent to Bob 
Harder by the February 2021 meeting for consideration and incorporation.  The revised 
bylaws will be reviewed and approved by the Board at the September board meeting. 

8. Russ Stephenson will attempt to make contact with Harry Bender to determine his 
intensions regarding board membership. 

9. Next Zoom Board meeting will be on Saturday, February 6, 2021 at 3:00 PM CST.  
10. Meeting adjourned at 4:20 PM CST. 

 
Respectfully submitted 
 
 
Rich Nelson 
Treasurer 
B-52 Stratofortress Association 


